1914]     THE   BATTLE   JOINED   IN   THE   WEST

while Smith-Dorrien kept the west side in the direc-
tion of Le Gateau. It was perhaps the only solution
of the problem, but it was a solution with its own
risks, for a gap of some ten miles separated the two
corps on the march.

Kluck that day seemed to have the cards in his
hand, but he failed to play them. It was a summer's
day of intense and glaring heat, and the weary British
army found the long march in the dust a trying
business. Haig had little trouble on the eastern
roads, but it was dusk before the van of the 1st
Division reached Maroilles and the 2nd Division the
neighbourhood of Landrecies. It had been Sir John
French's intention to bring Haig's left more to the
west, but the hour was too far advanced and the
troops were too ezhausted for further movement.
It was a dark night with a cloudy sky and a drizzle
of rain, which presently changed to a downpour.
The advance guards of the German 3rd Corps, which
had advanced straight through the forest and so
escaped detection by the British airplanes, came
into action between 9.30 and 10 p.m. against the
1st Division at Maroilles, and the Guards Brigade
of the 2nd Division at Landrecies. The latter assault
was gallantly beaten off, and with the assistance of
two reserve divisions of the French Fifth Army
the situation at Maroilles was saved. When the
last shots had died away the men of the 1st
Corps lay down where they stood to snatch a brief
rest.

But Smith-Dorrien was in worse case. That day
he had had no easy march, and his 3rd Division had
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